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DEATHS IN POLICE CUSTODY HURRICANE HARVEY 


Records: Police 
watched teen hit 
his head 50 times 


WHAT WE REPORTED 
The Statesman first 
described Kathyand 
Robert Dyer's battle to 
uncover what happened to 
their son during Graham's 
arrest by Mesquite police 
as part of its “A Question of 
Restraint” series examining 
in-custody deaths in Texas. 
Afterits publication, Texas 
legislators considered but 
did not pass legislation that 
would have required police 
to turn over investigative 
information about those 
who died in their custody. 
Dallas County prosecutors 
also revisited Graham's 
case, which had never 
been presented to a grand 
jury. After their review, 
prosecutors concluded 
there was enough evidence 
to charge the officers 

with criminally negligent 
homicide; however, the 
statute of limitations had 
passed. The FBI continues 
to investigate Graham's 
death, according to Dallas 
officials. 


Mesquite cops didn’t inform 
jail of trauma or complete 
medical intake form. 


By Eric Dexheimer 
edexheimer@statesman.com 


When Mesquite police arrived at 
a local middle school late on a sum- 
mer night in 2013, Graham Dyer was 
pounding his head on the ground. 
Earlier, witnesses reported seeing 
him ram his head into a building. A 
friend explained that the 18-year-old 
was experiencing a bad LSD trip. 

Police have a legal duty to care for 
their prisoners, and after Dyer was 
handcuffed, two medics were called 
to the scene. But their evaluation was 
brief — no report of his exam was cre- 
ated — and they quickly left. One Mes- 
quite officer later termed the medics 
“worthless.” 

The officers nevertheless have cited 
the examination to demonstrate they 
provided adequate care for the teen- 
ager, whose in-custody death the Amer- 
ican-Statesman profiled earlier this 
year. But newly filed court documents 
show that after the medics left, police 
continued to observe Dyer acquire 


Dyer continued on A6 


TEXAS BORDER WALL 


Land seizures in 2007 
for wall offer warning 


Investigation shows 
unfair deals, secret 
moves, ongoing lawsuits. 


ByT. Christian Miller, Kiah 
Collier and Julian Aguilar 
ProPublica/The Texas Tribune 


BROWNSVILLE — The land agents 
started working the border 
between Texas and Mexico in 
the spring of 2007. Sometimes 
they were from the Army Corps 
of Engineers. Other times the 
U.S. Border Patrol. They visited 
tumbledown mobile homes and 
suburban houses with golf course 
views. 

They delivered blunt news 
to ranchers and farmers, sheet 
metal workers and university 
professors, auto mechanics and 
wealthy developers: The federal 


ABOUT THIS STORY 

The Texas Tribune’sreporting 
on this project was supported 
bythe Pulitzer Center, whichis 
also the lead partner in bringing 
discussions of this report to 
schools and universities in Texas 
and across the United States 
through its K-12 and Campus 
Consortium networks. 


government was going to build 
a fence to keep out drug smug- 
glers and immigrants crossing 
into the United States illegally, 
they told property owners. The 
structure was going to cut across 
their land. 

The government would make 
a fair offer to buy property, the 
agents explained. That was the 


Wall continued on A13 


FEDS UPDATE DATA 
FOR WETTER TEXAS 


Major increases predicted in severity, frequency of rain 
events; changes will expand size of state’s flood plains. 


Aconcrete slabis all that remain‘ 


Seca 
ed earlier this moni 


ith of Phil Collins’ house on the Blanco River in 


Wimberley. The house was destroyed in the May 2015 floods, but Collins says if he can't sell the property, 
he wants to rebuild the house to the old elevation standard. nick WAGNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


By Sean Collins Walsh 
scwalsh@statesman.com 


Onion Creek on Halloween 
2013. Wimberley on Memorial 
Day weekend 2015. Houston’s 
Tax Day flood in 2016. Hurri- 
cane Harvey. 

Ifyou feel like Texas has had a 
constant stream of 100- or 500- 
year floods in the past few years, 
you're not wrong. 

Texas rainfall estimates, the fed- 
eral data used to describe flood- 
ing, were last updated in the 1960s 
and 1970s, and the National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Adminis- 
tration is updating them to reflect 
the increased frequency of heavy 
rainstorms documented over the 
past two decades. 

The data are not just for fore- 
casting the weather and describing 
storms. Once adopted, the new 
numbers will be used in engineer- 
ing standards for roads and build- 
ings and in the National Flood 
Insurance Program’s mapping 
of flood risk, potentially forcing 
more people to buy flood insur- 
ance or to build their homes to 


higher elevations. 

“A lot of people are anxious 
about this,” said Nick Fang, an 
engineering professor and flood 
expert at the University of Texas 
at Arlington whom NOAA invited 
to review the data. “It’s going 
to change or affect a lot of peo- 
ple’s personal lives and also the 
design criteria.” 

A preliminary version of the 
estimates has been released 
for peer review. It shows major 
increases in expected rainfall for 
the Houston area, Hays County 


Homes on 
Stone Canyon 
Street near 
Wimberley lie 
inruinsin May 
2015. Federal 
officials are 
updating 
Texas rainfall 
data. say 
JANNER 
AMERICAN- 
STATESMAN2015 


andthearea alongthe Rio Grande 
near Del Rio — and huge leaps 
in how often severe rainfall is 
expected to hit those areas. 
Compared with current data, a 
24-hour rainfall in Houston would 
have to drop an additional 4 to7 
inches for it be considered a 100- 
year event, meaning it has a 1 per- 
cent chance of occurring in any 
given year. Inmost of Hays County, 
the threshold would increase 3 
inches, while Austin would see 


Floods continued on A10 
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growth as Congress prepares to 
vote onthe revisions this week. 
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